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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 31st May 2011, there were present: 

Councillor

Mrs S Merrikin (Mayor)




Mr  D Atherley (Deputy Mayor) 

Mrs C Allaway-Martin




Mr  R Drury




Mr  C Elsmore




Mrs E Elsmore




Mrs J Morgan



Also present:

District Councillors  


Mr Frank Baynham and Mr Paul McMahon.


Gloucestershire Constabulary 
Sgt. Paul Simmons and WPC Julie Evans


PUBLIC FORUM

Mrs Jenkins addressed the Council to express concern at the loss of advertising boards now that the tourist information office had closed.  She asked if the Council’s display board at the clock tower could be used to advertise events in the town.  The Council agreed that this would be a good idea and will also consider the best way to ensure that the available space is shared by all those who may wish to use it.

The Public Forum closed at 7.08pm.   

11.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Kay.  The Council accepted the apologies given.

12.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

13.
MINUTES OF RECENT  MEETINGS

It was proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 26th April 2011 be approved and signed by the Mayor.


Proposed:  Cllr Atherley



Seconded:  Cllr C Elsmore


The proposal was accepted unanimously.


It was the proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10th May 2011 be approved and signed by the Mayor.

Proposed:  Cllr Morgan



Seconded:  Cllr Atherley

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

14.
MATTERS ARISING

Item 299.  Cllr Drury said he understood that the Community Play Ranger scheme would end in two weeks’ time and youth services would cease by the end of June. The Council agreed that this represented a considerable loss to the young people of Coleford.

Item 300.  The Mayor said she was still trying to arrange a meeting with the District Council to discuss the provision of CCTV.  In the meantime she had spoken to the Chief Constable and read out his written response.

15.
POLICE REPORT

Sgt. Simmons introduced himself to the Council.  WPC Evans said there had been very little to report during the previous month.  The police continued to keep an eye on regular trouble sports for anti-social behaviour.

16.
TO ALLOCATE A REPRESENTATIVE TO ST JOHNS SCHOOLGOVERNORS

It was agreed to defer this item until the next full Council meeting.
17.
TO AGREE TO CO-OPT 5 TOWN COUNCILLORS

The Clerk reported that she had spoken to the FoDDC and the co option process must be started within 31 days of the election. It was agreed that the co option notice be posted the next day. The Clerk reported that there had been a number of expressions of interest.

18.
REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS

Members noted the Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulation and unanimously agreed to adopt them for the coming year.

19.
ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT

It was agreed to refer this item to the Public Safety Committee.

20.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL BUS CONSULTATION

Members noted the consultation process.  The Clerk will collate Members’ thoughts and will respond to GCC.  Cllr C Elsmore said there would be a public consultation in Coleford on 16th June.
21.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION

It was agreed to refer this item to the Finance and Office Committee.
22.
PARISH PLAN

It was agreed that a joint meeting should be held with the Coleford Area Partnership to discuss this item.
23.
COLEFORD EMERGENCY PLAN

It was proposed that the Emergency Plan should be adopted.

Proposed:  Cllr Morgan


Seconded:  Cllr Allaway-Martin

The proposal was accepted unanimously.
24.
BT TELEPHONE BOX

The Clerk said that following the purchase of a BT telephone box and the correspondence to Whitecliff, a number of responses had been received relating to its future use including 
one from Mr Parker of the Whitecliff Community Company.  It was agreed that Mr Parker should be invited to the next Amenities Committee meeting to discuss his proposals.

25.
FAMILY FUN DAY

Members agreed to await the outcome of the Battle of Coleford celebrations before making a substantial commitment to the Family Fun Day.  However it was agreed that the Council would in any event pay to hire a magician for the Fun Day.

26.
AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Members noted the report of the Amenities Committee and approved the recommendations.
27.
FINANCE AND OFFICE COMMITTEE

Members noted the report of the Finance and Office Committee and approved the recommendations.  It was agreed that, following the Audit Return for 2010/11, the Mayor should sign the Accounting Statement and the Annual Governance Statement.
Members noted and agreed the recommendations for grants.

28.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members noted the decisions made by the Planning Committee at the meeting held on 17th May 2011.
29.
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS

The Mayor said she had attended the installation of the Mayor of Ross-on-Wye on 23rd May.

Cllr Atherley said he had also attended the installation of the Mayor of Ross-on-Wye.  He went to a meeting of the Breath Easy group on 17th May.  On 22nd May he attended the Iron Age event at Symonds Yat and on 24th 

Cllr Mrs E Elsmore said she had attended a Health Forum talk on memory training for Alzheimer’s sufferers.

Cllr Drury said he welcomed the fact that Coleford now had a regular Big Issue seller every Friday.  Cllr Drury also circulated proposals for greater Councillor engagement with the public.  Members agreed that this item should be discussed in greater detail at the next meeting.

30.
REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

District Councillors reported that they were attending the induction courses for new Councillors following the recent elections.
31.
CORRESPONDENCE

Members noted the items of correspondence received during May 2011. 

32.
PAYMENTS
The payments due during the month of May 2011 were noted and agreed.

33.
PETTY CASH PAYMENTS

The petty cash payments made during May 2011 were noted an agreed.

34.
MONTHLY BUDGET FIGURES

The monthly budget figures for May 2011 were noted and agreed.

35.
BANK RECEIPTS
The bank receipts for April 2011 were noted.

36.
BANK RECONCILLIATION

The bank reconciliation for April 2011 was noted.

At the end of the meeting Members agreed to send a card of thanks to Dennis Riley for his help and support during his time as District Councillor.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.
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